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thank you good evening i want to welcome our latest chapter from the reno sparks area these people are 
sitting in the back here uh maybe we'll get an opportunity to discuss some of the things that they're doing in 
that area after the talk i'm going to talk about the subject that i know best and that's the american indian 
movement why it was formed what we have done since its formation and some of its projections and goals 
for the coming years early part of 1968 several indian people in the twin cities area of minneapolis start 
forming a coalition they call it the concerned indian-american coalition shortly after we incorporated and 
became a body we found out that this didn't fit in at all with with the american indian movement's goals you 
know the initials of the concerning american coalition was cia so we changed that and became known as the 
american indian movement but prior to the formation of the american indian movement i guess each and 
every one of us living in that particular area belonged to one two three sometimes five of the different indian 
organizations that had formed there over the past 15 20 years to try to create some type of social change 
every one of these indian agencies there was 19 of them at the time of the formation of the american indian 
movement every one of these indian agencies were governed or controlled in one way or the other by the 
churches by ex-bia officials are the people that were employed within the bureau of indian affairs structure at 
the present time people from the league of women voters the minnesota council of churches public welfare 
and et cetera every time any type of action was taken relating to the indian community there was never a 
majority of indian people within that organization to act on resolutions past resolutions that bring 
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resolutions past resolutions that bring forth various problems that were confronting the indian people in that 
community knowing this knowing that the door was always either closed or either you know whenever we 
came forth with very strong resolutions in regard to problems such as police problems educational problems 
housing welfare and et cetera knowing that every time we talked about these things our resolutions were 
tabled or there was a secret meeting being held the table of resolution that we passed a week before 
knowing that indian people were not getting anywhere in a twin city area of minneapolis saint paul we 
decided that we needed a coalition such as the one that we put together at the time that we formed 


formulated the american indian movement in the city of minneapolis we were concerned only at that time 
with the urban indian situation we're well aware many of our members from the american indian movement 
had served on the national indian task force that was established early in 1968 is the president's national 
indian task force that was doing the case study of the bureau of indian affairs structure in november of 1969 
shortly after the formation of the movement but at the point where we really got off the ground there was a 
book released called our brother's keeper an indian in white america two of our our people from our staff and 
people from the state of minnesota had served on that particular task force it's the first time in history that a 
case study was ever done of the system of the bureau of indian affairs and the churches by indian people 
and we found out that you know some of the conditions that we already knew about were exemplified in that 
particular report we found out for instance that the gross annual income of the american indian is three- 
fourths below what is considered a national poverty level established at 1500 a year places like the navajo 
reservation 
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reservation pine ridge rose button some of the smaller reservations in the state of minnesota the gross 
annual income dropped anywhere from between 500 to 800 a year we found out that the suicidal rate 
because of phs and other public health services is not bringing these services to the indian community like 
they should the suicidal rate was seven times the national average the high school dropout rate in america 
particularly the indian community was established and set at 65 percent nationally in minneapolis it was 
higher than that we knew that housing was substandard we found out in this particular report and study that 
was done by and in people for a change that was considered 87 substandard and if that something like 72 
percent didn't have running water if it did it was contaminated or polluted in some way knowing these things 
you know the american indian movement when it formed decided that it had to become a different type of 
agency it had to become an organization that was concerned about indian people the conditions that indian 
people were forced to live under became known as an organization that was very very vocal organization 
that would stand up and fight for indian people that we would become an advocate for indian people that 
would attack the bureau of indian affairs every way possible to bring forth the services that they were 
supposed to be providing we would talk the judicial system which at the time of our formation the city of 
minneapolis the minneapolis workhouse alone the percentage in there as far as indians was concerned ran 
at about approximately 38 percent the state prison in the state of minnesota was 18 indian the state 
reformatory was approximately 13 indian population of approximately 800 inmates the women's institution in 
the state of 
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the women's institution in the state of minnesota saxena was 33 percent indian today every one of those 
statistics particular statistics have been lowered because of the programs that the american indian 
movement have established in that state to take care of the problems that have been created for indian 
people we knew that when we formed the american indian movement we consider the three worst enemies 
of indians to be the bureau of indian affairs the educational system nationally and the churches and we didn't 
set any one of them hire any other as far as priorities were concerned we knew that all three of them had to 
be taken care of when we formed the american indian movement in the city of minneapolis we found out a 
little case study that we've done of our own the police and courts that from 35 to 40 arrests took place every 
weekend in the indian community we found out also that indian people were not just charged with the 
particular offense that they were picked up for we found out if indian was picked up walking down franklin 
avenue city of minneapolis by the paddy wagon nine times out of ten before he appeared in court the next 
day he also was charged with breach of peace using profanity in public attempted assault resisting arrest etc 
so we established immediately a program to change this particular condition we talked to all the men we 
talked to the mayor we talked to the police chief and et cetera judges we told them about this specific 
problem and they asked us what we proposed and we told them that we were going to establish an indian 
citizens patrol and all indian citizens patrol and whether they cooperate with us or not we're going to be on 
the streets 
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not we're going to be on the streets every night 24 hours a day looking out for indian people we're going to 
be in courts every morning defending those indian people and for 22 straight weekends shortly after the 
formation of this patrol which carried cameras cape recorders had radios in our cars canvassed and 
monitored every arrest that was taking place in a community that we could get to for 22 straight solid 
weekends we didn't have a single arrest in the indian community in the city of minneapolis it's almost 
unbelievable four months after the formation of the american indian movement we start taking a very close 
look at the churches we found out that the minnesota council of churches six years ago established what 
they call a department of indian work and this is true in frankly every state in the union they establish what 
they call a department of indian work and see in the state of minnesota there's 27 different denominations 
held membership on that board of directors and only one token indian minister the total staff of that 
department was white middle class protestant in a six year period the minnesota council of churches for the 
department of union work exploiting indian people and showing the conditions that indian people live on in 
that state were able to solicit and we could prove it because we had input from young ministers that wanted 
to create change within the church that in a six year period the minnesota council of church solicited over 10 
million dollars to upgrade the conditions of approximately 33 000 indians we found out also that no more than 
38 thousand dollars ever went into this particular department in the state of minnesota 


00:10:04 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IPQ_2VFUMaM&t=604s 





department in the state of minnesota more than thirteen hundred dollars in 1968 ever filtered down to the 
indian community yet today we don't know where that thirteen hundred dollars went so we went to the 
churches and talked to him we told him that this was wrong that in our books this was fraud if i went out and 
said i'm going to solicit 100 000 for the lutheran church and i spent 90 000 of that money on the american 
indian movement and give them ten thousand dollars i'd be in jail tomorrow for fraud so because they were 
not at the time that we confronted them changed that structure and giving them people 75 control of that 
board which was supposed to be an indian department and a total indian staff we threatened a one billion 
dollar lawsuit against the minnesota council of churches and we could justify every bit of it four hundred 
million dollars for gross violations of the ten commandments for instance and we could prove that too we 
could prove that you know everything that they said in the ten commandments they violated they said thou 
shalt not kill colonel chevronton was the man the great methodist minister that led the charge at sand creek 
the american lutheran church was the main body in the state of minnesota that solicited money for indian 
programs none of the money ever got to indian people it just built new churches and new schools 
laundromats bowling alleys and et cetera insurance companies they said thou shall not steal and if we really 
take a close look the 
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and if we really take a close look the history of this country what happened just 40 years after the pilgrims 
landed here what happened to the 56 tribes that were totally erased from the face of the earth just 40 years 
after the indian people came out the woods and saved those people administered medicine and clothing and 
shelter and healed them if you look back and you would find out that everything that the churches have today 
everything that this government has and this system has today was stolen in the american indian thou shall 
not covet the neighbor's wife and the neighbor's goods you all know about custer what kind of man he was 
all these people were supposedly christian people when they got here there are people who came here to 
seek religious freedom and when the indian gave them that freedom they took away our freedom of religion 
this is why we have a so-called indian problem in america and after presenting all of the commandments to 
us they set aside only one day it's only down to one hour for some christian people they only spend five or 
ten minutes in the church to give thanks to god what they didn't understand about indian people was the 
values that we lived under what they didn't understand about indian people and anything that we took out of 


the earth we must put back but they didn't understand that one of the greatest values that we had and still 
have today was to honor our father and our mother so when we threaten this one billion dollar lawsuit 
another 400 million for alienation of ecumenical affections 
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ecumenical affections because we can prove how they ripped indian children offering reservations and send 
them to missionary schools throughout the united states and still do it today we could prove that the 
american lutheran church alone handles over 1500 adoptions a year of indian children into white foster 
homes when we threaten to expose the churches for everything that they have done and are still doing today 
in the state of minnesota and throughout this land within six months after the formation of the american 
indian movement the chairman of the department of indian work was indian and 75 of the membership of the 
board of directors was indian and the white people that said on that board today the ministers said on there 
strictly as advisors to the indian community in every penny that they solicit for indian programs in the state of 
minnesota and we have established the priorities for them is spent on indian people today shortly after we 
had this confrontation with the minnesota council of churches a young indian layman came to us and told us 
about a lewd ship meeting in sioux falls south dakota lutheran church and indian people they call it sioux falls 
south dakotas where they got together every year 262 ministers from the three lutheran synods the american 
lutheran church the lutheran church missouri senate lutheran church of america this is where all the indian 
missionaries got together and talked about problems and priorities and programs and established budgets 
but the conditions never changed nationally the conditions never changed and we went and we told them 
that we were all through accepting u.s clothing old tennis shoes mismatched socks 
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unlabeled canned goods and etc but that we did want control over that particular department that they called 
the lutheran church and indian people that had no indian people sitting on their board we presented eight 
basic challenges for change eight chances for the church to get back to god through the american indian 
movement we reversed that position and became the missionary to the church to try to save them from the 
destruction that they are bringing forth they promised us after three days we were only there five minutes we 
reversed their whole agenda took over that meeting and called an indian caucus on them and called a press 
conference and asked indian people to come in from the whole upper midwest area to attend that meeting 
there's only four indian people there when we got there the following day there was 360 there they came 
because they knew that an indian organization was taking steps to change the conditions that indian people 
lived under and they were not going to take no from the church itself they promised us that one year from 
that date they would furnish us with four thousand dollars from each one of these senates to fly in and people 
in and to pay expenses from indian people throughout the united states of our selection from reservations 
urban cities and youth to come there and establish a national indian lutheran board that we talked about that 
would someday receive all of the funds that were being solicited to upgrade the conditions of poor people in 
america particularly indians that this money would be turned over to us we demanded at that particular point 
750 000 a year per senate for the next 10 years just as a pilot project to kick this thing off the ground 
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thing off the ground because we knew that they spent over millions above that mark one year later when we 
met in sioux falls south dakota they refused to recognize that particular board they still wanted to hold on to 
control of all indian missionary work in america so we took a step at that particular point that became known 
as avery militant drastic step other indian people condemned us and said it was wrong to do those things 
we're no different than the black panther party that's all we did merely was locked up dormitory and kicked all 
the ministers out of it chained it up and said we're going to keep it that way recall a national press conference 
and expose the church and threaten once again one billion dollar lawsuit days later we got wires from these 
three particular synod presidents saying that they would recognize this national indian lutheran borough this 
board to date has only received approximately two hundred forty thousand dollars but with indian people 


funding that money out to indian programs throughout the united states last year we drew 1.5 million dollars 
in matching funds from the federal government one of the biggest projects that we funded was the haskell 
institute as far as change is concerned long-range goals we put only three thousand five hundred dollars into 
that institute they needed 56 000 to upgrade their library with help from the donner foundation and other 
denominations were able to put together that fund upgrade that library and haskell institute has become a 
junior college these are the things that we feel must be done by indian people today 
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by indian people today that we must assume complete control over our own destiny and these are the steps 
that the american indian movement is taking and will continue to take in march of 1969 was called into 
denver colorado he requested that the american indian movement because of the name that we were 
gaining at that particular point history we were called into denver colorado to help initiate the class action 
complaint suit that was filed against the bureau of indian affairs knowing how successful it has been to pass 
to grab control over various buildings that belong to indian people to begin with we did the same thing in 
denver colorado we locked up the bureau of indian affairs office and kicked out the 120 white employees that 
were employed there in support of the 13 indian employees that filed a suit and we demanded to speak at 
that time with the secretary interior the commissioner of indian affairs we presented 17 basic challenges and 
demands for change nationally within the bureau of indian affairs structure because they didn't react right 
away at that particular point after holding it for one complete week i went back to minneapolis and just 
drawing you know from various friends throughout the country we were able to gain control of nine area 
offices the following monday many of the challenges and demands that were presented at that point have 
been met are being met today within the interior and bureau of interference structure itself we have initiated 
as of january 3rd i 
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we have initiated as of january 3rd i guess the ultimate plan as far as education is concerned for three solid 
years we have kicked curriculum out of the school system in the state of minnesota for three solid years we 
had all indian grand jury hearings in regards to discrimination brutality and assault cases within the public 
school system for three solid years we pull out movies slides books such as the minnesota story that 
depicted indian people as savages heathens drunks lazy for three solid years we stopped plays on 
thanksgiving for three solid years we participated in human relations courses with the schools and sensitizing 
to the needs of indian students for three solid years over ten million dollars came into the city of minneapolis 
for educational programs for indian students and for three solid years they had an indian upward bound a 
stairs program students train area indian resident students student dropout prevention programs student 
support programs and for three solid years the dropout rate has stayed the same january 3rd the american 
indian movement without a penny opened an all-indian school in the city of minneapolis we started out with 
three indian students that were pulled out of school when we grabbed the naval air station and tried to win 
that federal surplus land for an urban indian school in college this man refused to let his kids go back to the 
public school system and they threaten them weekly if you don't have your child your children in here by 
monday morning you're going to jail they charge them with contributed legacy of minors setting them at 50 or 
15 days 


00:24:03 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IPQ_2VFUMaM&t=1443s 





setting them at 50 or 15 days we hired attorneys and they told us that we had to find something else for 
these three students or this young man was going to jail so without trying to go into the churches anymore or 
going to the federal government office of education and trying to solicit funds for an all-in-one school we 
decided to start it with nothing because we believe that indian people can do that monday morning with three 
indian boys young boys the oldest one was 12 years of age the following friday we had 36 indian students 
today we have 58 indian students we have no room for any more we have 22 standing by we have an indian 
school star we call it the american indian movement survival school because that is exactly what it is we're 


providing survival for these children that they've been kicking out of the public school system all these years 
and putting into correctional institutions throughout the state of minnesota we're providing all indian 
curriculum for these students the bureau of indian affairs has finally announced their support of this program 
they found ways and means of channeling money all of a sudden into an urban setting and the only way they 
can do it is saying that the american indian movement is developing curriculum for our schools our 230 
schools that have failed all these years so we are receiving money we have opened a school in cleveland 
ohio one in denver colorado one in milwaukee at the naval air the coast guard station that we hold there one 
in st paul minnesota we have a total enrollment today of over 450 students 
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enrollment today of over 450 students all 450 of these students that are enrolled in this school would either 
be in a foster home on probation are committed to an institution because these are the only students that we 
are dealing with we're not encouraging indian people to drop out of the public school system if they are 
making it there if they are happy they can stay we are taking those that they consider a problem child 
because they consider a juvenile delinquent those they consider scholastically [ __ ] in one way or the other 
and to date of the 34 indian students that have been referred to us through the minneapolis court system in 
juvenile court we haven't had one violate that trust the american indian movement we feel that this is the 
ultimate answer it's a plan that we have drawn and put forth had endorsed and adopted by the national 
congress by every major indian organizat organization united states but yet could not receive federal funding 
for because they discourage every way possible indian self-determination in america but we know that we're 
going to win we know that there's a long battle ahead we know that probably the first incorporators 
organizers of the american indian movement will not see the change that we talk about and plan today but 
we know today that something has been done we know today that something can be done if indian people 
get together particularly the urban indian they get together and you know and forget about all forget all about 
this thing that i'm a sue and you're a chippewa you know we're supposed to be traditional enemies and you 
know we just can't work together if 
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you know we just can't work together if they'll forget that they're a navajo or pueblo and start thinking of 
themselves as indian people and get together as organizations they can create that change anywhere in 
america it's been proven it's been proven in 24 different places today 24 different places where they have an 
american indian movement chapter something good has happened there and then people have proven that it 
can be done we're only a little over three and a half years old we have three more chapters right now for me 
one in kansas city one in the haskell institute one is supposedly going to form in san jose we just organized 
one recently in alberta canada it's become an international type thing it's considered the fastest growing 
movement in america day bar any color creed and we know that the things that are happening today with the 
formation of the legal rights center the formation of the housing co-op in minneapolis the formation of the 
multi-service indian center that we have planned all the things that have happened and are happening today 
we are finding out by the traditionalists by the medicine people that it's been prophesized american indian 
movement today journeys you know back to the reservation many times seven of our chapters are located 
on reservation today so it's not an organization just concerned about urban indian problems it's an 
organization concerned and fighting to upgrade the conditions of indian people no matter where they live it's 
an organization that is committed to go into any area any reservation any city in the community in the united 
states 
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community in the united states whether tribal government invites us there or not laws there's one indian 
person suffering in that community of being discriminated against one way or the other we have a 
commitment to go in there to protect that citizen's rights as indian people we have the same commitment 
today that many of our great leaders of the past have had we are trying to accomplish today but people like 


tecumseh pontiac holland crazy horror setting bull blackhawk all these other great chiefs that talked about 
unity tribes coming together to make a stand in the state of minnesota we helped initiate just two years ago 
people said our treaties will never be heard in court our hunting and fishing and rising rights the rights that 
we set aside for ourselves through treaties would never be returned to us two years ago we helped initiate a 
suit against the state of minnesota attacking public law 280 asking that the hunting fishing and gathering a 
wild rice be returned and restricted only for indian people on december 10th united states government the 
united states district attorney entered the suit on behalf of the minnesota chippewa tribe against the state of 
minnesota saying that the state violated this federal trust that the indian had with the federal government the 
united states district attorney in the bureau of indian affairs supported the indian people on december 10th a 
federal ruling was handed down minneapolis federal district court returning the hunting fishing 
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returning the hunting fishing and gathering of wild rice back to the minnesota chipotle tribe just two hours two 
hours after this decision was handed down the state of minnesota and the resorters in the john birch society 
the state of minnesota appealed that decision now this is the same thing they have done in washington it's 
the same thing that has been done in wisconsin it's the same thing that has been done in michigan in other 
parts of the united states where federal rulings have been handed down favoring indian people and this is 
their process of tying us up in a judicial process for another three four 15 or 20 years of court battles because 
they can go to the circuit courts and supreme court and et cetera and appeal in these cases decisions in 
retaliation the american indian movement supported the leech lake band of chippewa indians and formulated 
a national boycott against the leech lake reservation businesses we pull over four million dollars so far out of 
the banks and walker cass lake area of tribal federal head start monies etc we refuse to trade in any of these 
stores on the reservation may 10th fishing season opens up leech lake reservation leech lake is considered 
the muskie capital of the world people come from europe and all of it fish there the reservation asked at that 
business committee tribal council asked the american indian movement for national support so far to date 
we're the only ones that have announced that national support 
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have announced that national support and as of may 10 opening day of fishing season the leech lake indian 
reservation will be blockaded and closed down completely the mayor of cass lake the mayor of walker the 
police chief city council the john birch society people like this have came out and made public statements 
that they wouldn't want to be responsible for any indian that drives into town with a deer strapped to his car 
now the american indian movement goes through supporting this blockade of highways and boycotts support 
of this particular tribe who has asked our support nationally unanimously there's going to be a lot of good 
indians with each lake indian reservation but we know they're scared we know they're uptight one thing we 
have found out about history and you know american history in the books in the movies and the mass media 
the white people are scared of hell of indians they've been taught that they've been taught that if they ever 
ride out into the prairie or into indian country you know they always best best thing for them to do especially if 
they had women folk alone that they must reserve one bullet for themselves you know in case they're 
captured they don't want to be tortured by indians so they shoot themselves this is what they've been drilling 
to their minds all these years so we know they're uptight up there if they weren't they wouldn't be making all 
these statements and what's going to happen to indian people up there may 10th the fact is that the junction 
was lifted last wednesday and people are hunting and fishing on the reservation but i guess the national 
boycott blockade is going to bring this all to a head we are using this particular issue in the state of 
minnesota i guess it could be used in pitt river and 
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could be used in pitt river and four corners or any other place united states where people live but we are 
using this particular issue because the federal government has supported the tribe and because the bureau 
of indian affairs is involved and because we finally got the united states government the bureau of indian 


affairs trapped we're going to use this particular issue to focus in on indian problems throughout the united 
states and there will be literature and newsletters and et cetera are coming out shortly asking for national 
support on this particular boycott now probably that this appeal will be dropped before then but now the other 
six reservations in the state of minnesota are demanding the same my home reservation is demanding the 
same when demanding all law enforcement section of that treaty be enforced and if this all be turned over to 
indian people as of may 10th they're breaking every lease of every resort on the leech lake indian 
reservation the american lutheran church because it has a responsibility to answer to the challenges that 
were established and set forth in 1968 and 69 and 70 because they have passed resolution after resolution 
from seven major denominations in the united states honoring these challenges there we have them given us 
national support from the white community today honoring of this treaty they've lost land sales up there a 
couple of the businesses closed down and just recently we established a national office in washington dc 
and we found out that five of the biggest businessmen turned out to be five of the biggest races in cass lake 
and every one of these businesses have been receiving small business and association loans out of 
washington dc what they have been doing for the last four years is hiring young indian students on stipends 
and training them to work in stores 
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and training them to work in stores training them as cashiers and etc right before their six week period is up 
in this training process they find reason to fire and we hire another one on a stipe this is more exploitation 
that we have just uncovered on that reservation we filed an injunction stopped every one of those loans from 
one thing we found out one thing that the only way that we can hurt the white people right back here in the 
pocketbook it's the only thing that they understand that's the only security that they have today and we have 
utilized this particular way of doing things many parts of the upper midwest i was telling the students this 
morning about a situation we had over in sand lake wisconsin they have a little tribe there it's very small it's 
only about approximately uh 1200 chippewa indians belong to that tribe it's called the last tribe of chippewa 
nation in the cumberland school district for 10 solid years they have been discriminated against indian 
students for 10 solid years they haven't had a graduate student from that school district we found out about 
six months ago that over two hundred and fifty thousand dollars in federal monies was going into that school 
district to upgrade the educational levels of the students there now they had complaints dating back 10 years 
you know where they couldn't even get on a bus without being spit at you think you're in mississippi because 
the english students had to file to the back of the bus and be spit and slapped and had their hair pulled the 
latest incident that happened there happened six months ago where they took a young indian girl down only 
13 years of age real long hair all the way back down to her in the back they took her right down in the bus 
and pulled all her hair out her brother-in-law at that time was 
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her brother-in-law at that time was chairman of the american indian movement john redders we call a 
meeting with the school board on a saturday and we give them until wednesday file these charges of back 
these charges that we made we give them until wednesday to fire that school bus driver we give them until 
wednesday to initiate some plan to place indian people on that school board we give them to wednesday to 
either hire indian teachers in that school district or or hire counselors we give them till wednesday to 
establish the indian studies department we give them to wednesday to try to start spending that 245 000 that 
they're receiving for indian education on indian students or we were going to boycott that school completely 
and pull the 67 indian students out of there and ask for a federal investigation today they have a brand new 
school bus they have an indian driving that school bus you know they don't come out and shoot at their 
homes or kill their dogs anymore with guns treat the union students real well every time we have a power in 
minneapolis we call up to come into school and say hey we'll send you the troop up here at the power this 
weekend hustle them all up there you know buy a treat them lunch nice you know and this thing can be done 
anywhere where federal money is being spent and then people do have power they have power wherever 


federal programs are being used america just a matter of organizing and going after that money i just i've 
been visiting quite a bit lately and several members of american indian woman have been visiting with a 
young indian medicine men on the roosevelt indian reservation by the name of leonard product 
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leonard product if you ever met leonard cordoga talked to him and have read the book blackout speaks you 
would think that you were meeting blackout all over again there have been six different medicine men from 
the roosevelt indian reservation in pine ridge who have endorsed and supported the american indian 
movement in the past two years during our national conference in october when we established the national 
aim board of directors and picked russell means as our national coordinator who's nokilala and dennis banks 
is a national director who is chippewa we knew that some of the things that leonard cordog talked about the 
things that black elk talked about and some of our own medicine men in the state of minnesota were finally 
coming forth we knew that there was a prophecy and the prophecy has been retold to us many times in the 
past two years that's been handed down from generation to generation nobody knows how old the prophecy 
really is but they do know it was here a long time before the white man got here in the sioux prophecy they 
talked about the white man there's only indian people here then but they knew that there were four colors 
here on mother earth every time they stand up the piece by it and offer it the four winds four directions 
they're also offering that peace pipe in honor of the four races of mankind because they knew that someday 
they would all be here in america 
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would all be here in america here in indian land they talked about the first coming of the white man he said 
that he would stay for a very short period of time hardly pollute the land and would leave of course when i 
was growing up in this missionary school where they sent me away they never told me anything like this they 
had me believing actually that columbus you know people like that discovered america they had me believing 
that george washington because he cut down a church he became the father of the country we got in an 
organization by the name of dennis banks he's been married eight times seven times and has 18 kids so i 
can doubt that very much george washington's part of the country well that's what they said they talked about 
you know unless you when i went to this missionary school they told me that unless i became like the white 
man you know at least he put the little white shirt and bow tie on me finally when i was about nine years old i 
rejected it all i couldn't stand you know stand up to the blackboard every monday morning because i didn't go 
to church i couldn't take that ruler anymore used to crack me the ruler and finally when i was about nine 
years old i finally punched the nun in the stomach and they sent me the red room state trains but i guess i 
rejected it quite early in life and i had spent a little over 14 years of my life in correctional institutions since 
then and that's about the only education i got they talked about in the prophecy that the second coming of 
the white man and they've always had me believing that white was right you know unless you became white 
like them you'd never make it but they said the second coming of the white man that his skin would be so 
pale it would be white as death because that's what they would be bringing with them they talked about the 
diseases that would be foreign to us at 
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diseases that would be foreign to us at that time yet the indian would find medicine to survive they said that 
they would come here you know because they had turmoil on the other side of the water that they would be 
coming here and they would be begging and asking the indian for help and support so they would be so sick 
that most of them would die and perish the first year here but they said that the indian would come out of the 
woods because that's the kind of people indians are anybody that is hurt and were willing to help them that 
we would come out of the woods and we'd offer them medicine we would show them the herbs that must be 
used to cure various sicknesses we would come out of the woods and we would heal we'd show them how to 
build their homes how to plant their crops what berries to eat i'll insulate their homes for the call and after 
giving them everything that we had they knew in the prophecy that these same people would turn against us 


and take away everything we had and for four generations the prophecy said indian people would suffer here 
in america they said that the buffalo would disappear before our very eyes that has happened they said that 
the deer in the antelope would run and hide that has happened the state of minnesota didn't have a deer 
hunting season last year for the first time in history because of scarcity of deer they said that the giver of light 
the creator the sun would be unable to see the fish in the water see they knew all about pollution they said 
that the same people that came here and called us heathens the same people that came here and told 
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the same people that came here and told us that we were wrong that we had many gods with split and 
divided today we have 33 major denominations in america and every one of them have a different concept of 
god of how to get to heaven yet they still call us heathens they said that students would descend from the 
higher schools of learning that has happened too and finally they said that the ego the greatest symbol of all 
of protectiveness brother and love the greatest religious symbol of all would be attacked by the white man 
that too has happened they said the conditions would be the same as they were in the 1600s when indian 
people came out of the woods and saved them then it told us believes that that day is here they said when all 
of these conditions were the same as they were in the early 1600s when indian people came out of the 
woods and saved those white people they said little fires would burn again they talked about the fifth 
generation we are there the conditions are the same and we sincerely believe today that the american indian 
movement are the little fires that they talked about that would burn again these are the same people no 
different than the ones that came out of the woods and try to offer a better way of life offer the same freedom 
that america doesn't have today we feel today that the american indian 
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we feel today that the american indian movement is a very spiritual movement blackout was the man they 
wrote a book about them called blackout speaks published in 1935 john nair the author only today in this day 
and time is that particular book becoming a bestseller nobody paid attention to it before college students are 
picking them up by the thousands throughout the united states reading that book and trying to understand in 
their people they're dropping out of the higher schools of learning they're growing their hair along and putting 
on a vest and beadwork and buckskin boots and trying to be like an indian we believe today the american 
indian movement believes today that we must assume our role in america we must fully understand that we 
as indian people are the landlords that we are still the landlords here in america and that's the end of the 
month the rent is due and we are here to collect thank you so any questions [Applause] there's a lot of uh 
different areas and things that i i didn't talk about so many things happen today it's almost impossible to go 
into everything and it seems like we always forget something there are some aim people here today and are 
tonight and i'm sure that you know they want to tell you uh about their particular problems in their area and 
some of the the things that the bureau of indian affairs has that happened to them in the past years and what 
they were doing to change that or if you have any questions for myself 
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or if you have any questions for myself please feel free to answer them doesn't know california but uh on the 
way back east he was going to stop there at the school uh so his brother ted kennedy uh instead took his 
place and he came to the school and he spoke to our first graduating class of that school these are 8th 
graders we had 25 8th graders graduating at the time and then he felt the school important enough to come 
to the school and to support that school and since that time he's been back i don't know how many times with 
other senators also to that school and we have a lot of congressmen we have a top educators throughout the 
country come to that school to see the school run by indians and they were amazed that the school board 
members who don't speak english at all are running the school they make decisions as i said before they're 
hiring fire teachers and now this is a great school let me just mention briefly what they have besides having 
an all indian staff and have an all indian school board they have they invite parents from the hogans hogan is 


uh you know i don't know you know what a hogan is that's the dwelling that the navajo people live in the 
traditional navajos and these are the kind of people that are now involved in the school what happens is 
these parents go to the 
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what happens is these parents go to the school and they actually sit in the classroom and through 
interpretation they tell a teacher look you're teaching the kids the wrong concept of either math or science or 
they tell a teacher this is the way that kids will be best taught so through interpretation these traditional 
parents go to the classroom and they tell a teacher a technique a method a way that they should approach a 
certain subject so they are involved and they don't get paid for this the doors are open to any parent to come 
to the school anytime he or she feels like it and go into a classroom to observe or to participate whatever you 
know is necessary for them to participate and then they are trained these parents if they want to are trained 
about school policies school laws regulations and education throughout the country and everything they 
wanted to know about education is taught to them at that school through what we call adult education 
program abe basic adult education and they learn everything from writing their own name to learning about 
cents in 10 cents nickel dollar change and about the world in general about a little bit about science and how 
to deal with uh an angular person uh learn about the prices of foods and and you know because the traders 
on that reservation just hijacked their prices so high they keep the indian people uh every time that the indian 
people get their checks every month the traders just take the whole check and the indian people never see 
one cent of their check you know they don't even receive one cent of their paycheck so they learn about the 
food prices they learn about laws their rights legal rights as citizens of the united states all these things and 
they're being 
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all these things and they're being educated without you know actually going to enroll in the school right 
they're all in the school they're taught these things and then to take advantage of their skills and 
craftsmanship there they come in they have a class where they can make saddles when they make saddles 
these can be sold to anybody that wants to buy a saddle to white people the indian people tourists that come 
around in that area and they're taught to make jewelry and and they in turn can sell the jewelry that they 
make and they can make money off what they make so the asian people are slowly coming to the school 
now and slowly participating in the school which has been denied to them as you know if you don't think 
about it in history too long bia their method of teaching has been to you know we don't want parents coming 
to the school and and and they have tried to all through these years americanized indian students in other 
words quote civilized i don't know what that term means but the bia their philosophy has been to take the 
indians off the reservation and make anglos out of them make the white man out of them this has been their 
philosophy and rough rock broke that tradition rough rock said to bia look we want our kids to learn about 
navajo leaders as well as about george washington abraham lincoln all these great american leaders that we 
have in history so right now ruff rob is teaching these navajo students manulito all the great leaders we have 
in our own tribe there there have been some great ones of 
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there there have been some great ones of other tribes like chief uh uh the chief sitting bowl red cloud and all 
these great cheese and crazy horse and so on we have in our own tribe some great ones so the kids learn 
about these various great leaders in the navajo history as well as about lincoln and about the development of 
our country they learn about development of their own country which is the reservation so it's uh what we call 
bicultural in other words you learn about the white way of life and then you learn about your own way of life 
your own history as well as an american history this is called bicultural and the kids are being taught this and 
then rough rock said it's unfair just to teach the indian students english let's teach them their own language 
so ruff rock initiated a program called bilingual education which is to say the kids are being taught navajo as 
well as english right on from at the start of preschool age the kids are learning to read and write navajo 


before they are taught english and gradually english is introduced so in essence they're getting english and 
navajo they're learning how to write and read navajo as well as learning how to speak english so this 
bilingual thing learning english in the navajo language so this has been initiated at restaurant so great things 
are now happening as a result of these various experiments and demonstration it's been found that by 
introducing navajo to these preschool kids they learn english faster if you teach a kid 
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english faster if you teach a kid their own language first you know they kind of pick up english faster than 
than if they then you would if you introduced english when they first came into school because these kids are 
like their parents they've never spoke english at all and then uh when they their first day at school the only 
language they know is their own mother tongue which is the navajo language and and uh via uh as i 
mentioned before has been teaching this straight english they didn't want the kids to to to talk in their native 
tongue at school i remember when i went to a boarding school a boarding school is just a federal school that 
the indian parents placed their kids in this sporting school and then they never see him again until a kid gets 
out of school in may i went through this boarding school and because of transportation uh i never saw my 
parents for the nine months i went to school we have these boarding schools still existing on our reservation 
as well as on some of the other reservations throughout the country where they take these 13 year old 
students and ship them 500 miles even to 1 000 miles away from home in a place where the kid has been 
never been to and to a place that uh the kid you know a student a typical indian student in a boarding school 
like chemiwa intermountain school here in california riverside uh school these kids that's a boarding school 
off reservation boarding school i went to boarding schools for six or seven years before i went to a public 
school and i remember my teacher telling me you know uh don't talk navajo if we did 
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talk navajo if we did we get punished i remember staring at the wall you know for seven or eight hours one 
day because i spoke my own language that's how strict it was in via boarding school another time i 
remember eating soap a big bar of soap because i learned i mean because i was speaking my own tongue a 
navajo language this is how strict the teachers were they didn't want us to speak english and they wanted to 
americanize us you know learn about the white way of life they used to tell us your medicine man your way 
of life your traditions your sins your ceremonies are no good forget it you Know forget you're an end in other 
words and this is what i was taught in this boarding school i was punished for that but today that's all 
changed and rough rock is one of the schools that led the way in this breakthrough they reversed that 
tradition they are now teaching the kids to speak their own tongue as well as english learning english and 
then to learn about their own history as well as learning of american history so it's a reversal of the 
philosophy of via and bia is now convinced that that's the way that's an approach to teach indian kids and 
right now throughout bia schools there are now introducing this the navajo language in their schools and 
they're introducing this navajo culture indian history in their schools you've never heard of you know this five 
or even ten years ago right now bia is convinced that that is the way to teach indians to instill pride into 
indian students about their own history in their own language that their language is something great that their 
culture is something great it's a complete reversal of their philosophy bia has taken up that philosophy and 
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bia has taken up that philosophy and they're teaching indian kids now they're asking for federal money every 
when i was back in washington dc there's a place called a bilingual education title seven i don't know if 
you've heard of this where uh mexican americans can learn how to speak their own native tongue spanish as 
well as english if an indian tribe wants to teach their kids their native tongue as well as english they apply our 
proposed you know on a paper application to to the government saying we want so much money to start this 
program in our school when i was back in washington dc this is what happened we receive a lot of 
applications from all over the country saying that we want indian language taught in our school for these kids 
so this is a movement in itself all over the country now you talk about black studies the black people weren't 


in black studies now the indians are saying similar things like we want inmate studies no one really knows 
what indian studies comprise about yet it's it's caught it's caught on with the people they want to study about 
their own people as well as uh white people and other people so this is what's happening and when i was in 
washington dc senator kennedy introduced a bill called a comprehensive indian education bill i don't know if 
you've heard of it but what scenario establish what you call a national board of regents i should put in here i 
wanted to uh change the whole structure of indian education 
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structure of indian education in his bill he said that there should be established a national indian board of 
regents which will set policies for all indian education pertaining to federal schools public schools and private 
schools in other words these 15 indian members of this board will make all decisions for education of indian 
children throughout the country and i was fortunate enough to get acquainted with the senator and and kind 
of help him uh with this bill make amendments and one thing that i didn't like in his bill was he proposed 
given more money to the public schools that have indian students which is half which we already have now a 
lot of these public schools are receiving money but it's a misuse of federal funds last year there was an 
investigation of the misuse of federal funds and we found out that a lot of these schools are not educating the 
you know giving proper education to these indian kids instead they use the money to buy school buses new 
school buses new football equipment new band instruments carpet the whole school they did everything else 
except to educate the indian students in their schools so we went around the country you know investigated 
this type of uh circumstances then we discovered a lot of school districts were in this category where they 
misused the federal funds to buy their own school equipment so senator kennedy was saying that let's give 
more money to these public schools that have indian kids and we said at the time hold it you know wait a 
minute that's happening now and these schools are misusing the funds why give him more money to make 
him rich richer you know so that is one 
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rich richer you know so that is one thing i did not like so i said to the senator why not instead of going through 
the various uh you know states the 50 states where there are indian people in the states instead of giving 
money to the states why not give the money directly to indian tribes into indian agencies and indian research 
centers and give them money directly without going through the states and let them spend these federal 
monies for their own programs this is one change we made in that bill he was willing to give the money to the 
state to let the state any time uh some indian money goes through the states it's all cut up in the bureaucracy 
and it never all these ending people in the states never receive a penny if they do it doesn't get to them 
instead there's a lot of equipment purchased by the school so we said to senator kennedy why not give it 
directly to the tribes in other words in our tribe the navajo tribe we have what we call uh we have our own 
indian education department department of education if this bill should pass this means that we can get 
money as a tribe through our education department from the government directly without going through the 
states and then we can use these monies to run elementary schools secondary schools and other innovative 
programs on our reservation this is all it means this is one change we made and this bill is now pending in 
congress there's a lot more to that to to it than what i just mentioned this is basically what it is i can't 
remember i should have i have some copies that in my home but i didn't bring any but 
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in my home but i didn't bring any but basically this is what it's trying to do is creation of this national board of 
indians which will make all policies and regulations for indian schools whether it be private and federal and 
public schools so uh i wish i had more well i shouldn't say more time but i uh maybe in the other class i might 
go into deeper into this bill and others that i you know that the kids may want to hear but i thank you again for 
this opportunity and good luck in your steadies storms uh winter storms like during this time of year thank 
you i have some materials here that you may want to have at the end of the discussion this tells about the 
program that byu the indian education program at byu and i was at this university way back in 63 we only 


had 15 to 20 indian students now there's over uh 500 indian students you see the tremendous enrollment of 
indian students and you may ask yourself why this tremendous enrollment at this university and these are 
indian students coming from all different tribes throughout the country we have kids from north carolina 
lumbee indians we have kids from back east we have kids from the midwest the plains even kids from 
canada the blood indians and various tribes from there and we have some kids from california and it's all 
over southwest uh and we i think have over 50 different indian tribes here at byu and of course the majority 
of the indian students are navajo students uh this the reason being that the navajo tribe is the largest tribe in 
the united states right now with the largest reservation in the united states and their reservation is no more 
than 500 miles from this 
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no more than 500 miles from this institution byu when i say brigham young university i don't know what 
comes to your mind you may think yeah that's a mormon institution that's a mormon university and then you 
might say like some of the indian students uh uh don't they have a program called the indian placement 
program i i just want to know what what comes to your mind you know when you hear hear byu you know 
sure what certain time shirt and tie what else because i want to kind of clear up you know some of uh the 
misconceptions that uh you people might have about this institution because uh we do receive a lot of 
criticism you know from indian people from black people from all people uh about this institution uh so i'm 
just kind of curious you know to see what you what comes to your mind when i say i'm from brigham young 
university you know and we have over 500 indian students you know why the tremendous enrollment at this 
school of indian students do you have to be a member of the church that's a good question you don't have to 
be a member of the church to to go there for instance a lot of indian kids that go there are not members of 
the mormon church there is no stipulation that says you have to be a member so it's open to any person 
that's willing to come to that university and a lot of non-indians are non-mormons uh am i wrong in assuming 
that byu is as a straight lace and that uh as well as campus life culturally they they tend to run your life off 
campus as well i mean like i've 
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off campus as well i mean like i've visited my brother up through the air force base and now they seem to roll 
the streets up early and you abide by these rules first of all when you apply to byu you agree to uphold the 
standards at byu which is no smoking uh you know the uh liquor and cigarettes and these kind of things you 
know you don't do on campus and as a result you don't see any students right now you should go there a 
student smoking or a student uh you know having booze or all booze that we're having to hang over you 
know but we do have these problems even though we have these standards these kids do have these 
problems you know and they probably do it on weekends or even during the nights but uh it's kind of uh it's 
not mandatory you know that you keep these things that you keep these standards but you do say before 
you apply that you you well uphold these standards and all the indicators as well as non-indians um agree to 
do the same thing that they will abide by these uh standards does that kind of answer your question but uh 
you know what no student is forced to do anything he he goes there he can quit the next month or the next 
uh as soon as semester is up you know if he doesn''t like it then he can ship out you know that's his uh he 
has a free will and freedom to do that you know so he's not restricted to stay there if you're unsatisfied great 
you know then maybe you're happy at cal state or some other university you Know and so you go there so it's 
just an open thing there's no restrictions but you only on this standards that you agree to uphold the 
standards and no student is forced to go to church 
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and no student is forced to go to church this is all up to the individual we have what we call right now we 
have three indian awards meaning that we have three uh kind of a awards for indian students to go to and 
and these wars are run by in them bishops you know in the church and in the counselors and all the indian 
kids not i shouldn't say all most of them go to one of these three indian awards but they're not again 


pressured to attend church it's all up to them and then uh they can go to non-indian boards also you know 
there's a lot of wars on campus they can go to an indian war or if they want to go to a white board fine it's all 
up to them so it's these things are available to them they can take advantage of them or if they don't wish to 
then they can also any other questions [Music] one of the standards again besides cigarettes and liquor is 
that uh you know your parents you know it should be in a way that's acceptable you know representable in 
other words uh long hair is allowed but not clear down your back under your shoulder you know it's and then 
you're required kind of to uh dress neat you know meaning that levi's are okay at uh maybe athletic events 
but not to go to school so you know what you do see kids wearing levi's uh for instance a lot of indian 
students wear boots and levi this is traditional clothes on reservation but they wear it so there's nothing like 
that saying that you can't wear boots or levi's you know it's just that just so you're neat and acceptable you 
know this this type of 
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know this this type of an atmosphere no not really a lot of these non-indian kids that come here non-marmon 
at the end of the year go back mormon you know in the process they become members of the church but 
they're not forced to join the church again they like what they see they like the activities they like the in the 
program there and they like the philosophy the teachings of the church and on their own initiative they they 
wish they expressed you know to be taught and to and to you know of course baptized in the church again 
it's all on the students during the course of the year they're not forced any way to accept or to be brought into 
the church just to not to be facetious but just to give a little bit of background on you did you convert yeah i 
was converted in fact i don't know if you've heard of this uh mormon indian placement program where indian 
kids are placed into white mormon homes have you heard of this program before i was one of those i in fact i 
stayed with a white family for nine years away from my parents i stayed with this white family and now 
they're like my own family i love them i accept them no in a sense i have two families my natural one and this 
white foster families and i went to that home when i was 10 years of age and again we hear criticisms from in 
the militants and other people saying that the church is forcing indian kids you know into these homes and 
that once the kids go to these homes they're forced to forget about their identity forget that you know they're 
taught to get their indians this is not true when i was uh in that foster home i was taught to be proud of my 
heritage 
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i was taught to be proud of my heritage be proud that you're an indian my foster parents told me at the time 
you know we want to help you in every way we can so you can you know have an equal education equal 
right you know to for jobs employment and education in every way and this is exactly what happened you 
know and and i i kind of followed their counsel wise counsel this doesn't mean that i went to that home to 
forget my parents my natural parents on reservation and and it didn't mean for me to forget that i'm an indian 
in fact they reinforced that i was in england you know and they said that uh we want to help you to realize 
who you are first of all in indian they have another term that they use element they don't use they don't you 
say in them you're a laminate which means we have this book of mormon i think you've all heard of the book 
of mormon in there is a history of indian people we know in our church who we really are we know why we 
were here first before columbus came where we came from it's not so much across the bering strait as some 
anthropologists say we know uh of you know through the book of mormon where we came from and that we 
were here before the advent of the white settlers and everything else so so these kids are being taught these 
things they know who they are they're proud of it and then when they graduate they go back and help their 
people like myself i went back to rough rock to help my own people set up that school and rough rock as you 
know is uh made some national headlines you know in education in an education and and uh so i went there 
and then i went back to school and i went back to washington dc and last year i was washington d.c and i 
traveled all over the country helping in the tribes and uh it's interesting you know as i go around to these 
various reservations 
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reservations indian people will come up to me and say you're a navajo aren't you and i say yes and say what 
are you doing here you know here why don't you go back and help your own tribe you know they were 
amazed to know that an ending from another tribe is trying to help all tribes you know in this foster home and 
in this church we're taught to the point where you know we're concerned about not only indian people but 
we're concerned about white people these kids are taught not to cause hatred or contention not to hate any 
person not to hate uh white men you know that this land belonged to everybody because of the book of 
mormon in there it said you know that the lord or god does not you know favor one people they don't favor 
white people or they don't he doesn't favor indian people over white you know this type of teaching you know 
so it develops in you a concern for the welfare of all mankind indian people white people black people any 
people that exist on this earth as a child of god you see people in terms of he or she being a child of god this 
is the way they're taught and and through this process you begin to see you know uh the problems of needs 
of all people not any one particular race but the kids are especially taught to be concerned more so about 
their own people because the indian people really do need help they have more problems they really need 
that's where the help is needed so therefore when i get through i'll be involved in an education i'll be helping 
all indian people but this doesn't mean i'm restricting myself to helping indian people if the occasion permits 
i'm willing to help anyone any race white people as well as in the 
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any race white people as well as in the people so these kids are giving this foundation and when they get 
through they're aware you know they don't have these a lot of these hang-ups that a lot of non-indians and 
human kids have about life the purpose in life about one race versus another race about the how the whites 
have stole inland lands how the whites have denied indians of their fishing rights their land rights and 
everything this all is kind of uh you know is put into focus in this process of uh education of these indicates in 
this foster home and all set byu they're again exposed to these type of teachings and then they make the 
decisions for themselves you know and so it's great as far as i'm concerned to to have this outlook and and 
so therefore because of this and also because of the type of program byu has indian kids are attracted to byu 
in other words byu doesn't go out and try to recruit english students in the kids want to come to byu and right 
now we have more applications than we can handle and we cannot accept all indian students we can accept 
so much this year we limited the the enrollment to 500 indian kids maybe two or three years from now we 
may again increase it so we can bring in a lot more but right now we have enough to handle so so these kids 
want to go there but there's something good there not only the top faculty members are interested in indian 
students but there's a curriculum that they can handle that tells them who they are and what their purpose in 
life should be so this uh the faculty the philosophy of byu the church all this combined is helping the indian 
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all this combined is helping the indian students to achieve equal education equal opportunities in every 
sense so now that i've cleared that a little bit about byu you're saying i'm just kind of questioning you you're 
saying no they didn't decide for me who i was i decided for myself who i was well if if you are exposed to 
enough teaching and yeah you can almost sway anybody with enough rotary and nice enough words for 
young people i would think that you can almost you know the book of mormon is going this far helping you to 
decide what it is maybe you're just going to move it too far and helping these people no i just know what 
maybe maybe i'm not saying that when we go into the foster home that you know there's times where they 
really preach to us when you go into that home you're just like a member of the family in other words you 
play with your white brothers and sisters you have toys if you're eight years of age yeah you're one of the 
group you know you you're one of the children as far as they're concerned and they help you give you money 
to go to school on when you reach high school you know for books and stuff and they buy you a christmas 
time bikes and anything that you need they treat you as one of their children this is what i'm saying and and 
what they have to teach their children you know it applies to you also they don't treat you you're an indian 
you're going to have to be taught different you know they don't say that you're just one of the boys one of the 
group family members does the inevitable religion comes with the mormon religion well it does i mean i think 
all 
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it does i mean i think all tribes say that they have their own tribal you know religion navajo religion has the 
same has a similar you know philosophy that they the tribe says we have our own way of life which is true 
you know just because i became a mormon doesn't mean that i forgot my people that forgot my culture i go 
back every summer when i was on this program i went to the squad dances i went to the ceremony with my 
family i didn't disregard anything but uh but i slowly began to realize that that i was poor you know as more 
and more as i was in school and this foster home and also other similar experiences told me that my people 
my parents my particular family and my people really do need help educationally and economically you know 
and at the time when i was on reservation i didn't know i was poor because this is a common way of life for 
me you know uh living off the land eating jack rabbits and prairie dogs and and sometimes snakes and 
lizards you know this is this is my life this is my upbringing you know and on top of all that my dad and my 
mom taught me their they have their teachings they told me about uh how they perceive the world their 
philosophy of life uh respect for a woman respect for nature you know they taught me that every animal 
every bird every insect every you know nature in other words respect nature he said because god gave you 
alive and he gave life to these creatures whatever it may be nature so we lived with nature we appreciated 
nature you know and and so this was my teaching from my parents i respect it and i still have it and and so 
when i became a marmot doesn't mean i disregarded everything i was you know as far as the navajo goes i 
still am a navajo a mormon adult i 
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i still am a navajo a mormon adult i might say but i can be a navajo anywhere i go i can be in navajo in new 
york or la i don't have any hangouts you know i know who i am and i know what my responsibilities are to 
help indian people to help people in general and i i can be just as comfortable living here in l.a as all on a 
reservation or in new york or chicago or any city urban areas and i wouldn't have these hangouts that uh 
unfortunately a lot of our indian people have because they have not you know stabilized themselves to the 
point where they can live in the city as well as on the reservation so this is what it has is doing for the indian 
kids it's making them stronger it is my foster parents told me that first two or three months i was in their home 
i didn't say a word not even hello or high you know because like this very point you mentioned because it 
was so new you know there's a complete change from a reservation a different way of life into a dominant 
american way of life you know and i had to make some adjustments which i did you know i had to i get used 
to eating a lot of different foods the first time i ate shrimp you know i had hives all over my body and you 
know and and other foods i ate which kind of caused some kind of a you know either illness or a sickness to 
come upon me but i got used to it on reservation all i was used to jack wraps and prayer dogs and sheep 
mutton you know and then to come over here to a new home to new culture and to appreciate candy ice 
cream you know and cake dessert you know and vegetables and and different kinds of meat that's a 
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and and different kinds of meat that's a new thing so it had effect on my physical being but uh enough of that 
uh i just wanted to mention that you know just to kind of if you have any questions on it just kind of clear it up 
uh here is some pamphlets that you might want to wish to pick up it explains in detail are in the program at 
byu why we have reduced 60 dropout rates of indian students going to college to a 13 down to 10 dropout 
rate and that's a phenomenal and uh that's what's happening at byu a lot of institutions indian kids go there 
and then before the end of the year they drop out they go back to reservation they just simply drop out here 
at byu they stay until they graduate until they have their degrees and you can see why uh a little bit when you 
read these uh pamphlets on our educational instagram but uh i just want to cover uh if you're interested this 
certain bill that's now pending before congress which is called the indian comprehensive education bill uh i 
don't know if you've read about it or if you're acquainted with it as you know in 1970 uh president nixon his 
message to congress on in an education and in an affairs in general i don't know if you read his message or 


his speech on uh indian affairs in there he came up with seven proposals seven programs to help indian 
people and one of those programs is uh uh i'll just briefly mention what he's trying to do he said that the bill 
uh under eisenhower administration house resolution 108 which has to do with termination should 
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which has to do with termination should be repealed in other words under eisenhower there's a lot of indian 
tribes that have been terminated like the uh in wisconsin there's a particular tribe terminated in in oregon 
klamath oregon another tribe terminated and in southern utah another tribe terminated under this termination 
policy now nixon's policy was to repeal termination and replace with indian self-determination that was his 
message when he discussed indian self-determination he said all programs even schools now being run by 
non-indians should be placed in the hands of indian people there's a lot of federal programs now in existence 
run by none in this four indians he said this should be run by indians and right now he said that schools 
public schools there's a lot of indian kids involved that school should contract with indian people and that 
school should be run by indian people and right now in bia there's a lot of schools now these federal 
boarding schools that have all indian school boards and these school boards are now contracting with the 
school and the whole school is transferred into indian hands and for the first time indian people are now 
making decisions regarding the education of their parents or their children ruff rock for one is one of those 
schools at ruff rock there's all indian school board and these school board members are traditional navajos 
they don't speak an ounce of english but yet they're on the school board 


01:36:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IPQ_2VFUMaM&t=5761s 





yet they're on the school board but yet they fire and hire teachers but yet they have something to say about 
curriculum what should be taught at school and they're doing a tremendous job of running that school over 
close to 90 of teachers or indians now when i say indians i mean these are certified indian teachers full- 
blooded navajos what do you mean what university uh no rough rock is not in any way affiliated with byu i'm 
just saying that rough rock is one of the schools that uh is now gone to the hands of indian people 
themselves it's being run by indians and they're being supported by bia foundations and various agencies 
you know and this is one school that bia has contracted with the local community and the local community is 
running at school as it should be you know if you know anything about indian education uh bia philosophy 
you know philosophy in education has been one of uh assimilation trying to assimilate the innards into white 
culture because of this philosophy uh they've taught that uh indian kids should be americanized in other 
words indian kids shouldn't learn anything about their language or anything about their history raf rock broke 
that trend broke that tradition one of the schools there's other schools you know they did the same thing and 
referral began to teach in the kids their own language first before they learn english and then they learn 
about their own history as well as american history so it's a biocultural bilingual program at ruff rock and then 
they initiated other programs 
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and then they initiated other programs crash programs and if people come to that school they make saddles 
they make blankets they make jewelry and then internally but they may they can sell the tourists and other 
people that are interested that make money off their crafts and then a parent can go to a classroom anytime 
he or she wants to see what their child is learning if they don't like what they see in a classroom they can 
mention this to the teacher see they have a say so in the classrooms what's being taught and also these uh 
parents uh are being taught how to write their name how to count to ten how to write numbers anything all 
the way up to learning about science the world outside through a program called adult basic education so for 
the first time indian people are involved really involved not just token involvement they're really involved 
they're in it and rough rock was just one of those schools and this is what nixon was talking about president 
nixon that slowly these programs should be turned over to indian people and it's happening i had an 
occasion to travel all over the country last year and other places doing the same thing back in rocky boy 
montana the whole school district is run by indians can you imagine that this was unheard of before but there 


the whole school district the superintendent is an indian the whole school district is run by an indian person 
and they're getting their funds from the states and federal government so this this thing is catching hold right 
now and in the people are coming up they're better educated more indian kids in college now they demand 
education my mom when i was in college asked me 
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my mom when i was in college asked me one day you know son what in the world are you doing in school so 
long because the school to her was going to school one through 12 you know that was all and she thought i 
was supposed to be through at 12th grade this was when i was in college she said look at your brother he 
has a nice car he has kids he has a home has a job look at you what do you have to say for yourself you 
you've got nothing you're not married you don't have a car you don't have a job you're in school why go to 
school if you if it's not going to bring you uh a family or a job food on the table you know she was confused 
and this is an essence the way indian people are now some of them still are in this situation they don't know 
anything about education they don't know what it means to be educated they don't know what it means to 
have a degree you know so gradually this is being erased because of this new policy federal policy in self- 
determination and it is a good policy and uh i think the termination policy has or will be repealed so as i travel 
i ican sense you know an uprising but this is a a different kind of uprising of indian people not an uprising to 
you know with spears and guns and bows and arrows and you know to to kill or to steal or anything like this 
but a different kind of uprising a new self-determination that i sense and end in people they are speaking up 
the young kids especially as i travel at these various conferences you know indian kids question me they say 
sometimes some of them say to me you're an apple you know you're red outside and you're white inside they 
really 
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inside they really they're challenging me you know and this is good i like challenge i like pressure and for the 
first time they're really thinking of who they are they're trying to find in search of who they are what they can 
do how they can get involved they question everything this is good they question federal officials and i was in 
washington dc indian groups come every day to washington dc and question senator kennedy and other 
senators they questioned commissioner of education sydney p marlin said you're a big fed here what are you 
doing for the indians and these big shots and the government are cornered sometimes they don't know what 
to say another group came in that said commissioner marlon what is do you have any policy any oe policy 
that will help indians in their education and sad to say commissioner mullen can't say anything but say no 
because there is no oe policy right now that will kind of uh give financial uh aid to any indian tribes directly 
without going through the states and so they're questioning everything which is good they're questioning their 
rights and their opportunities their land rights their fishing rights their education rights this ordinary human 
rights that they're concerned about and they're not just out to destroy or to demonstrate schools bomb 
buildings or to destroy a campus or in any destructive means they try to avoid this as i see it but they just 
want an even chance like any citizen of the united states an equal education equal employment this is all 
they want but for a person that a lot of people white people and indian people when indian students or any 
people are in this way in this uh really speaking out for their 
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in this uh really speaking out for their rights they question that they they think that uh they're they're militants 
you know they use militants and and red power and they don't really understand this movement but to me it's 
a movement that's legitimate it really is this red power is not something is not something destructive bread 
power is this a movement where indian people are for the first time are speaking out and saying we want an 
equal chance we want a a fair shake and they're right there been denied all these things too many places in 
this country right now as i found out last year indians are still being discriminated against you know for 
instance i talked to a high school principal where there's a lot of indian students and he personally directly 
said to me he's in the kids they're no good they're stupid they can't make it in high school and all this time 


he's been been getting all this money from the government to try to help these kids and instead of using it for 
the indian kids he bought new school buses new football equipment for the team carpet the whole school 
that's the misuse of federal funds this is what we found out we had an investigation this j-o-m money you you 
speak of johnson o'malley we investigated that also even though these school districts receive a lot of money 
from j.o.m through the states it's being misused it's been abused literally it's not doing good that it was 
intended to do because principles these non-indians are in a power structure they have a decision to spend 
the money any way they want because they know that nobody's going to check on them 
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check on them so they so they spend it on new school equipment or to build a new school or to buy a ban 
instrument things like this but this is changing right now in this day and age if an indian student or any indian 
leader sees that immediately he does something about it he complains a legitimate complaint and this is red 
power and then then speaking out for his own rights and he sees his situation misuse of funds as cisa a one 
illustration he can go into land rights and fishing rights will see similar illustrations this is an education and as 
i went around the country whenever a situation like this arises an indian parent that doesn't speak english 
she or he gets into the act also they speak out they tell the principle look here you're you're what you're doing 
here is wrong and immediately you know the non-indian teachers and the principle said hey we have a 
militant ending here you know they label them again and this is red power this militant movement is 
sometimes it gets out of hand you know sometimes a little destruction but it's a legitimate movement and in 
the people for the first time are crying out they're being involved they said we want to get involved in school 
in politics in power structure in a decision-making do you want to be principals we want to get on the school 
board we want to be teachers we want to make decisions and this is what they're saying and i'm proud to say 
that all over the country this is happening in maine i was there they have what they call a pro and tribe it 
stands for something but it's a tremendous program the whole election element i think two 
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the whole election element i think two or three elementary schools run by indians and school bishops run by 
indians the movement is on the way and there's a lot of senators sympathetic senators who know that these 
indian people have legitimate complaints and their help like senator kennedy he introduced this bill that will 
help indian people if it passes when i was there three other senators introduced similar bills to help indian 
people so the interest and concern is there and the inner people have made a breakthrough for the first time 
the indian people are being listened to senators are now perking up they're stopping to listen to these indian 
people that come to washington dc when i was there i had a lot of energy come to my office they challenged 
me they say i'm an apple but i'm not after explaining what i was trying to do then their questions are 
answered they no longer laid me as an apple i wanted a you know a leader that's trying to do something for 
the indian people i don't question their questioning you know their complaints it's right it's legitimate it's due 
too long we have just set back and been passive we let everything every people in the organization agency 
they did everything for us kind of kicked us back but now the movement is here and it's about time so this 
movement is on and in the years to come it's going to make a lot of breakthrough and indian people will have 
an effect in our nation because in our church in the book of mormon again i don't want to be too religious but 
we have a lot of promises we have a lot 
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we have a lot of promises we have a lot of prophecies pertaining to england people one scripture in there it 
says that someday the indian people will become like a lion among sheep the white people will be the sheep 
and enemy will be the lion that's what it says i don't know the the literal interpretation of the scripture but all 
through the book of mormon it says this that the indian people will become a great people they will blossom 
as a rose and this is happening and in there also it says the gentile nation which is white people people not 
of israel if they will not shape up they're going to lose they're going to be destroyed just like in the book of 
mormon we have these two groups of people the nephites and the lameness the knee fights of the white 


people they they lived here long before columbus long before anybody was here they had great civilization 
and anthropologists are now beginning to dig up that sort of civilization that was here through south america 
and through this country anyway the nephites were completely wiped out by the laminates which is the indian 
people the forefathers indian people because the nephites were so unrighteous and so wicked they were just 
destroyed by the hand of god and this nation is a promised land and one day if this nation doesn't shape up 
it's going to be destroyed the same way maybe not by indian people but some kind of destruction and you 
can see right now that the nation is heading in that direction because of the corruption and wickedness 
immorality in the cities on campuses everywhere and this prophecy is literally being fulfilled and in the people 
are coming up but 
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and in the people are coming up but in the book it says they will not become great if they don't become a 
righteous people and you don't become righteous if you hate a white man or if you hate a person or trying to 
cause contention and hate among people and that is our philosophy of bringing in adversity to make any 
people are great people and this is happening right now all over the country i thank you for this presentation 
and i hope that i may have said something that might have been beneficial to you i will end it there in closing 
i want you to know that i as an indian person my destiny my goal again let me say will be with indian people 
but not you know not all indian people but i can't help any person that needs help and i'm very concerned 
about this uh the problems that we have in education too many reports say we have sixty percent dropout 
rate among indian students i've run into a lot of research that says indian kids don't have love and affection 
at home which is so untrue some dumb anthropologist or researcher comes to the reservation that he does 
research he goes back to university and says indian kids are unhappy indian kids are this way they don't 
know beings about indian people i as an indian know and i just have to chuckle when i read research or 
study that says indian people are this way indicates they're this way but that is not true that is not so indian 
people are great people in their own right in my culture in my tribe right now we have many phds 
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we have many phds i speak my own language but when i go to my reservation i can't begin to compete or 
speak with my phd elders in other words i speak navajo on an elementary level and i know a little bit 
compared to the wisdom and knowledge and intelligence of these so-called illiterate uneducated navajos 
because these navajos can cure cancer these medicine men when i say medicine man this doesn't mean it's 
some kind of a stupid witch doctor has horns on his head that's not it a medicine man to a tribe like in my 
tribe is a psychologist a psychiatrist a counselor name it he's it he's very respected he means something to 
the people like in my tribe he is he's something special he's all these things that i mentioned he knows about 
plants he knows what plants can cure cancer he knows what plants can cure a certain disease i had my 
father check into a hospital last year and he had an operation and doctor said he had cancer less than two 
years to live today he is alive because he returned to the resident he went and saw a medicine man and this 
particular medicine man told him what plants to use to help him out and he went to the mountains and got 
this certain plant and it cured the cancer that's supposed to been in his body see this is the kind of stuff that 
these indian people know that the white doctors or you know dogs don't even know about and they don't 
even care to listen to an indian medicine man because he's already stereotyped he's already labeled 
somebody stupid illiterate indian 
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which he is not they know so much but they can't write to put it on paper all they can do is pass it on verbally 
generation to generation right now this knowledge this wisdom possessed by the medicine man is being 
wiped out by the influence of the dominant culture dominant society it's getting to the point where all this 
knowledge all this women is dying out and that's why ruff rock has instituted a program for the indian young 
people students will be taught to become medicine men assist like being taught become an md to preserve 


this knowledge to preserve this wisdom not only about plants about life by animals but the universe the 
purpose in life these things indian people possess and that's why you might say they're very very spiritually 
rooted this is the stuff that has kept them together through all 


END 


